
 
 

 

Pastor Michael Smith 
(330)446-8188 

pastormichael62@outlook.com 
 

Stacey Jarrett ~ Office Manager  

Kay Williams ~ Music Director 

Natalie Biller ~ Handbell Director 

Spencer Reed ~ Organist 

Vaughn Colkitt & Ryan Turnbull ~ Audio/Visual Coordinators 

David Smith ~ PowerPoint 

 

410 West South Range Road ~ North Lima, OH 44452 

(330)549-2169   office@mtolivetucc.org 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiRnd3omKPZAhWH8oMKHXYlD7MQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.stkatherineofsiena.org/2017/02/ash-wednesday-schedule.html&psig=AOvVaw1oRNuf74uh3uCZLgQusHPL&ust=1518621637176686


February 17, 2021 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service  

 

Our service tonight begins the season of Lent, the 40 days 
preceding Easter, excluding Sundays. It is a season of reflection 
and repentance in preparation of the great celebration of Easter 
Sunday. On Ash Wednesday, many followers of Jesus are marked 
with a cross of ashes on the forehead. The ashen cross marks us as 
penitent ones and reminds us of the first day of the Holy season of 
Lent. This service includes the imposition of ashes for those who 
wish.  

In imposing the ashes, the vertical stroke of the capital ‘I’ is 
followed by the horizontal stroke of crossing it out. 

The ‘I’ that is crossed out is the ‘I’ that leads to the feelings of 
alienation from God. It is as if in the horizontal stroke, the loving 
arms of Christ are stretched out to welcome us back home. 

The wiping away of the ‘I’ that separates us from God gives us 
the freedom and the ability to reach out to our brothers and 
sisters.  
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Entering God’s Presence  
 

*  Indicates those who are able and wish to do so, please stand.  

 

Prelude –                                   Spencer Reed 

                                                                                        

Words of Greeting -                            Pastor Michael   

 

* Responsive Reading –  

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. The date is set by 

counting back forty days from Easter (excluding Sundays), 

which takes us to the Wednesday seven weeks before Easter. 

Why forty days? Each day symbolizes one of the forty days 

when Jesus fasted in the wilderness, before Satan tempted 

him.  
 

At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and 

he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by 

Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels 

attended him. (Mark 1:12-13) 

                   

Ashes are a reminder, in Scripture, of our mortality and frailty 

resulting from the curse of the Fall.  
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…“Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, 

though I am nothing but dust and ashes…” 

(Genesis 18:27) 
 

The Bible also uses ashes as a sign of sorrow or repentance.  
 

Job said, 3…“Surely I spoke of things I did not 

understand…6Therefore I despise myself and repent in 

dust and ashes.” (Job 42:3,6) 

 

We must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our 

Lord Jesus. (Acts 20:21) 
 

We are to repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near. 

(Matthew 3:2) 

 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 

understand slowness. He is patient with us, not wanting 

anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

(2 Peter 3:9) 
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We are to repent and be baptized, all of us, in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. And we 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38) 

 

If we repent, and turn to God, so that our sins may be wiped 

out; times of refreshing may come from the Lord. (Acts 3:19) 

 
 

Hymn of Worship – Just as I Am                            Spencer Reed 

 
 

Call to Prayer -                                                        Pastor Michael  

Silent Confession of Sins 

Assurance of Pardon 

Pastoral Prayer  

 

Lord’s Prayer –  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth, as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and 

forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors, and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever. Amen.  
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Scripture Lesson – Luke 9:51 

 
 

Mediation – Living Repentance                            Pastor Michael  

 

Imposition of Ashes - Ashes                             Mt. Olivet Choir 

            ~ arr. Conry              

 

* Closing Hymn – Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed     

                                                                                    Spencer Reed 

                                                                            
 

* Benediction                                                          Pastor Michael  
 

* Postlude                                                                   Spencer Reed 
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The Ashes  

At some churches, the worshippers leave with the mark 

still on their foreheads so that they carry the sign of the cross 

out into the world. 

As our service ends, you have a choice of leaving with the 

ashes still on your forehead or you may go to the exit doors, 

where moist finger towels have been provided to remove the 

ashes as a sign that the participants have been cleansed of 

their sins.  

We suggest that you review the removal of each other’s 

ashes as a symbol of love, forgiveness, wholeness, and 

cleaning.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mt. Olivet UCC’s 
     410 W. South Range Rd.  

                       North Lima, OH   

                (330)549-2169 
 

Lenten Bible Study 

 
             Find wisdom & strength 
               in the Book of Psalms. 
                  Come and discover 
              the songs of sorrow & joy 
               found within the Word.                                       
         

                                                                                                                                  Bring your own refreshments  

                                                                                and meet us in the Chapel. 
 

                                                                                                              

 

February 17th through March 24th
 

Wednesdays @ 7:00pm 
 
 

Everyone is welcome to come join us 


